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 India: the One land that all men desire to see,              

and having seen once, by even a glimpse,                   

would not give that glimpse for all the shows  

of all the rest of the globe combined.                Take the universe, but leave Italy to me. 

– Mark Twain                       – Giuseppe Verdi 
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Is India the Italy of Asia?  

 
Few countries in the world share as rich and fascinating a cultural heritage as India and Italy. Empires have risen and fallen, kingdoms have been wiped out and colonizers have 
come and gone yet both cultures have survived thanks to their ability to adapt to change and absorb different influences. What is it about the culture and spirit of these two 
countries that gives them the ability to do this? 

 
Join us on an incredible, indulgent and unusual journey spending one week in India and one week in Italy; along the way we will explore the most wonderful aspects of both 
countries including their art, architecture, values, religion, society and what many would argue is the ultimate heart and soul of a culture - its food. 

 
We will take you to our favourite locations, many of which are inaccessible to the general public, and introduce you to distinguished and flamboyant figures in culture and 
society. These fascinating people will be your hosts and unveil hidden gems to even those familiar with both countries. 
 
Your hosts will be James Jayasundera from Ampersand Travel and Emily FitzRoy of Bellini Travel.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“James Grace-Jayasundera, the boss of Ampersand Travel is awfully well-connected, 
and his tours are testament to his ruby-encrusted contacts book.” 
The Sunday Times Travel Magazine  
 
 

 
“Emily FitzRoy is the owner of Bellini and the UK’s pre-eminent Italy specialist.  She 
has access to some of its most patrician citizens – those who’ll not just make their 
private country estate or city palazzo accessible for a dinner, but be present to host 
her clients.” 
Financial Times How to Spend It  

  



 

 

             

The tour at a glance 
  

Date Transfer/ Location Hotel 

Friday 12 October London Heathrow – Mumbai On plane 

Saturday 13 October Mumbai The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai 

Sunday 14 October Mumbai The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai 

Monday 15 October Mumbai – Maheshwar Ahilya Fort, Maheshwar 

Tuesday 16 October Maheshwar Ahilya Fort, Maheshwar 

Wednesday 17 October Maheshwar – Hyderabad Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad 

Thursday 18 October Hyderabad Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad 

Friday 19 October Hyderabad Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad 

Saturday 20 October Hyderabad – Rome La Posta Vecchia, Ladispoli  

Sunday 21 October Ladispoli near Rome La Posta Vecchia, Ladispoli  

Monday 22 October Ladispoli - Naples Grand Hotel Excelsior, Naples 

Tuesday 23 October Naples Grand Hotel Excelsior, Naples 

Wednesday 24 October Naples – Positano Le Sirenuse, Positano 

Thursday 25 October Positano Le Sirenuse, Positano 

Friday 26 October Positano Le Sirenuse, Positano 

Saturday 27 October Positano - London Gatwick London 



 

 

             

 
The tour 

 
 

Friday 12th October - London Heathrow (T3) to Dubai 
 
Emirates EK 006  Depart: 22:15  Arrive: 08:05 next day 
 
 
Saturday 13th October – Dubai to mumbai 
 
Emirates EK 506  Depart: 0935   Arrive: 1400 next day 

 
On arrival in Mumbai, we’ll be met by an Ampersand representative and driven to the hotel where 
we’ll have the afternoon at leisure.  
 
Mumbai has always had style. A port city overlooking the Arabian Sea, it is famous for its mega-
population (19 million people crammed onto a curving promontory), its glittering Bollywood film 
industry, its dhobi wallahs and tiffin carriers and its extremes of wealth and poverty.  It is in fact an 

island divided from the mainland by a narrow creek and its prosperity soared with the opening of the 

Suez Canal.  Sights include the Taj Mahal Hotel (where we will be staying) the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus (one of the world's most spectacular railway stations), the Gateway of India, Elephanta 
Island, Crawford Market and Chor Bazaar for wonderful shopping opportunities. 
 
That evening, we’ll take a leisurely stroll along Marine Drive overlooking the Arabian Sea.  This is 
a regular evening pastime for Mumbaikars; here couples kiss under umbrellas, friends catch-up and 
otherwise sedentary Mumbaikars stretch their legs taking advantage of the cooler air. 
 
We will continue on to The Oberoi Hotel for a welcome dinner at Ziya, a fabulous restaurant 
under the direction of the two Michelin starred chef Vineet Bhatia.  We will be joined by friends 
including leading writers, restaurateurs and royalty who will help us get under the skin of this 
intoxicating and fascinating city. 
 
Accommodation:  The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai (City View Palace Room)  
Dinner included 

 
  



 

 

             

Sunday 14th October - mumbai 
 
After breakfast we will set off on a relaxed introduction to Mumbai led by Cecilia Morelli. Cecilia 
is Italian and French and was educated in the UK and US. On her first holiday to India six years 
ago she fell in love with the country and now calls Mumbai her home. Cecilia will show us her 
favourite architectural gems as well as the more unusual sight of Dhobi Ghat the biggest open air 
laundry in the world where 5000 Dhobi Wallahs, all men, pound the city’s washing clean.   
 
We’ll return to the hotel for lunch at the Sea Lounge overlooking the gaily coloured ferries and 
the Gateway. Chef Heman Oberoi will prepare a mouth-watering menu of Mumbai’s most popular 
street foods such as bhel puri, pani puri and sev puri. 
 
In the afternoon, we will take a private boat to Elephanta Island which has some wonderful 
Hindu and Buddhist caves temples dating from the 5th century AD decorated with fine carvings 
hewn from the solid basalt rock. We will return as dusk is setting, offering magnificent views of the 
city skyline 
 
Dinner at Trishna’s - a well loved Mumbai institution serves the best seafood in the city, freshly 
caught by its own trawlers. After dinner, we will return to the hotel by horse and buggy. 
 
Accommodation:  The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai (City View Palace Room)  
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 

 
 

Monday 15th October – Mumbai to maheshwar 
 
Jet Airways 9W7023  Depart: 11:45  Arrive: 13:00 
 
After breakfast we will be collected from the hotel and driven to the airport for our flight from 
Mumbai to Indore where we will be met and driven to Maheshwar.  On our way, we will stop for 
an alfresco lunch with Prince Richard Holkar.  Richard’s father was the Maharaja of Indore and he 
is the owner of Ahiya Fort and our host whilst we stay in Maheshwar. 
 
The first sight of the beautiful fort and tiered temples of Maheshwar, shimmering above their 
reflections in the waters of the sacred Narmada River, is something that no-one ever forgets. Not 
many tourists make it this far, which is a great shame because it is one of the most atmospheric 
villages in India. Based around a fort built by Akbar the Great, it was once the capital city of King 
Kartivirarjun, revitalized in the 18th century by the Holkar queen of Indore, Ahilyabai. There are 
wonderful views from the fort and temples to the plains beyond. 
 
Shortly before sunset, we will make our way down to the temple (built by Richard’s family in the 
18th century) for the evening offering and prayers.  These will be accompanied by traditional 



 

 

             

devotional temple dancing. Later we’ll enjoy a candlelit poolside dinner in Ahilya Fort. Richard is 
a passionate foodie and has written a cookery book called Royal Recipes featuring his favourite 
recipes given to him by members of Indian royal families.  
 
Accommodation:  Ahilya Fort, Maheshwar (Standard Room)  
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 

 
 
Tuesday 16th October - maheshwar 
 
After breakfast we’ll be driven to the deserted hilltop fort of Mandu. This UNESCO World 
Heritage site is rarely visited and is one of the most evocative sights in central India.  Known as the 
'City of Joy'; it has a chequered history and is home to one of the most impressive collections of 
Afghan architecture in the country. 
 
Return back to Maheshwar. After a few hours relaxing and enjoying the stunning views, one can 
take a stroll through the village and visit the enchanting local school where the children in 
immaculately pressed uniforms still use traditional chalk boards to write down their exercises. 
They would be thrilled by your visit. The Rekwa handloom weavers are not to be missed. It is here 
that the legendary gossamer Maheshwari textiles are woven. 
 
In the late afternoon we will go punting on long narrow boats down the Narmada River.  This 
huge slow river is peppered with islands, some of which are home to temples and shrines. Enjoy a 
dip in the river followed by sundowners and a candle-lit dinner with traditional music on a private 
island. After dinner take a starlit boat ride back to the fort.  
 
Accommodation:  Ahilya Fort, Maheshwar (Standard Room)  
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
 
 
Wednesday 17th October – maheshwar to hyderabad 
 
Morning at leisure before we’re driven to Indore for our flight to Hyderabad.  
 
Jet Airways 9W2773  Depart: 14:00  Arrive: 16:05 
 

We will be met at Hyderabad and driven to the Taj Falaknuma Palace.  It is often said that 
Hyderabad is to cities what Taj Mahal is to buildings – a monument of love. Both were named to 
commemorate the respective beloveds – Taj for Mumtaz, Bhagnagar (the original name of 
Hyderabad) for Bhagmati.  Over several centuries, Hyderabad has become a place that epitomizes 
an enchanting mix of cultures and traditions. One can see this reflected in the architecture, taste it 
in the cuisine of the region and feel it in the pulse of the city. The city reverberates with stories of 



 

 

             

Persian kings falling in love with Hindu dancers, Sufi saints spreading their message of universal 
brotherhood, Muslim rulers granting jagirs to build temples and offering Hindu puja to placate a 
flooding river, a British Resident risking it all to marry a Muslim noblewoman, Parsis and Arabs all 
celebrating Hindu festivals.... The stories are endless...  
 
That evening, we’ll visit the Palace led by the Palace historian who will recount the colourful 
history of the Palace and of the Nizam who, when it was built, was the richest man in the world. 
The tales of royal intrigues, vaults overflowing with diamonds and pearls and princesses in 
billowing chiffons with emeralds the size of plums will give an added sparkle to our stay at the 
palace.  
 
Continue with dinner at Celeste the Palace’s Italian restaurant. 

 
Accommodation:  Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad (Palace Room)  
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
 
 
Thursday 18th October – Hyderabad 
 
After breakfast, we’ll visit the Qutab Shahi Tombs. These beautiful examples of Deccan 
architecture are like a series of mini Taj Mahals.  The tombs were built by seven successive rulers of 
the Qutb Shahi dynasty that ruled the region for 170 years following the downfall of the Bahmani 
Dynasty in 1518. The dynasty was finally crushed by the Mughals in 1687. 
 
Transfer to the heart of the old town for lunch. Set amidst the busy chaos of the commercial 
bazaars of Hyderabad is a 200 year old restored Haveli belonging to the well-known local designer, 
Vinita Pittie. Vinita will show us around her home and give us a traditional home cooked lunch.  
 
After lunch at the hotel visit the Old City of Hyderabad which will include the Charminar, Mecca 
Masjid and colourful bazaars brimming with pearls, attars, bangles and sarees. Return to hotel at 
your own convenience.  
 
Evening at leisure.  
 
Accommodation:  Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad (Palace Room)  
Breakfast and lunch included 
 

 
friday 19th October – hyderabad 
 
Drawing on a true story made famous by William Dalrymple in his book White Mughals retrace 
the late 18th century tragic love story of James Kirkpatrick, the British Resident and Khair-un-



 

 

             

Nissa, a Muslim noblewoman. Explore the gardens of the British Residency and weave your way 
past the old graveyard and end up next to the ruined Residency model that Kirkpatrick built for 
his wife. Next, we will drive down to Raymond’s Tomb and hear how the French dominated this 
region for a few years. Hear about General Michel Raymond’s remarkable role in the history of 
Hyderabad and how his popularity led to him being ‘adopted’ by the Nizam and even have a 
locality named after him.  Return to the British Residency (now the Koti Women's college) where 
we will have a talk by William Dalrymple in the Durbar Hall.  
 
Head back to the hotel for an afternoon at leisure. Optional sights seeing can be arranged on 
request.  
 
After an afternoon at leisure, we will have an early evening visit of Chowmahalla Palace which will 
have been specially opened for us.  Inspired by the Shah of Iran’s palace in Tehran, Chowmahalla 
Palace was owned by the Nizams of Hyderabad and was the seat of the Asaf Jahi Dynasty. The 
Palace was the place where all ceremonies of significance were conducted, including the 
coronation of the Nizam. After the tour, enjoy a performance of an ancient dance form of this 
region known as Kuchipudhi. This will be followed by a traditional Hyderabadi Biryani. 
 
Accommodation:  Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad (Palace Room)  
Breakfast and dinner included 
 
 
Saturday 20th October – Hyderabad to Ladispoli near Rome 
 
Early morning transfer to the international airport for our flight to Rome.  
 
Hyderabad – Dubai  Emirates EK 527 Depart: 10:20   Arrive: 12:25 
Dubai – Rome   Emirates EK  95 Depart: 15:45   Arrive: 20:05 
 
On arrival in Rome, we will be met by a Bellini Travel representative and driven to our hotel, La 
Posta Vecchia, approximately 30 minutes drive from Rome Fiumicino Airport. 
 
Accommodation:  La Posta Vecchia, Rome (Deluxe double room) 
Breakfast included 
 
Sunday 21st October – TIVOLI 
 
On our first day in Italy, we have arranged a typically Roman Sunday with a leisurely trip to one of 
the most famous gardens in Italy, if not the world. The Villa D’Este is now a UNESCO world 
heritage site and one of the great 17th-century villas of Italy. Surrounding the villa is a spectacular 
terraced garden which takes full advantage of the dramatic slope it sits on. The combination of 
fountains, pools, cascades and giocchi d’acqua combine to create a spectacular visual feast.  



 

 

             

We will then have lunch at Ristorante La Sibilla, a wonderful restaurant with a terrace 
overlooking the ancient ruins and gorge, surrounded by a pergola of wisteria and vines. 
 
Following lunch, we’ll be driven the short distance to Hadrian’s Villa. Built in the 2nd century AD, 
it was the home to Emperor Hadrian and thereafter various successors who preferred the peace 
and tranquillity of Tivoli over the stifling Royal palace on the Palatine Hill. It was the greatest 
example of an Alexandrian garden and remains a UNESCO world heritage site.  Our guide will be 
John Fort.  Having lived in Rome in Palazzo Doria Pamphilj since 1973, John has an unrivalled 
knowledge of the area and is also the author of the ‘Companion Guide to Rome’ which is 
considered by many to be one of the best guidebooks on the city. 
 
Dinner will be at La Posta Vecchia, awarded a Michelin star in 2011, Chef Michele Gioia mainly 
uses ingredients from the hotel’s garden and local suppliers to create a refined twist on classic 
Roman dishes.  
  
Accommodation:  La Posta Vecchia, Ladispoli, Rome (Deluxe double room) 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
 
 
Monday 22nd October – rome to naples via caserta 
 
After breakfast, we will spend a leisurely day driving south towards Naples.  En-route we will stop 
for a private tour of the Gardens of Ninfa.  Once a prosperous village in Romans times, Ninfa was 
abandoned in the Middle Ages as a result of civil war and malaria and left to the elements. As a 
neglected part of the estate of the aristocratic Caetani family, Ninfa was left to slumber until the 
20th century when descendents transformed the ruins of the village into a botanical garden. Exotic 
plants now wind over ruined towers and walls, rejoicing in the lush, damp conditions. The setting 
is indescribably atmospheric, with roses scrambling for footholds in ruined archways, and the 
frescoed church wall open to the weather. The gardens are rarely open to the public and will have 
been opened especially for our visit.  
 
The area around Caserta has recently received acclaim for some superb Italian wines and lunch 
will be with the owners of Terre del Principe.  Manuela and her husband Peppe gave up 
successful careers in law and journalism to devote themselves to reviving the ancient grapes of 
Pallagrello which had all but been eradicated in the early 20th century. Lunch will focus on the best 
that the region has to offer including black Casertano pork, fresh buffalo mozzarella, lamb from 
nearby Mount Matese and olive oil made on the estate. All lovingly prepared by the irrepressible 
Manuela and accompanied by some of the estate’s finest wines.   
 
After lunch and shortly before reaching Naples, we will visit the spectacular Palazzo Reale at 
Caserta, often seen as an Italian Versailles and remarkably unknown compared to its inferior rivals 
in Tuscany and the north. Others have described it as a “colossal monument to miniscule glory” 



 

 

             

but one cannot fail to be impressed by the River Road, an engineering feat which launches with an 
operatic waterfall of 78 metres and was initially designed to run thirty kilometres back to Naples.  
 
Evening at leisure. The hotel overlooks the enchanting working harbour of Castel dell’Ovo where 
some of the best fish restaurants in Naples are to be found. 
 
Accommodation:  Grand Hotel Excelsior, Naples (Deluxe double room with sea view) 
Breakfast and lunch included 
 
 
Tuesday 23rd October – naples 
 
Naples is a fabulously vibrant city.  Our guide, Maria Luisa, has been resident all her life, and her 
passion and enthusiasm for it are contagious.  A walking tour of the city with Maria Luisa takes in 
the city’s evolution through the centuries and will include a stroll through Spaccanapoli, the 
chaotic heart of old Naples laid out on the Roman grid plan, where washing hangs from the streets 
and fruit and vegetable stalls are to be found on every corner. As one might expect of a race as 
‘creative’ as the Neapolitans, shopping in the city is a real pot pourri, one can find anything from 
preseppi – a Neapolitan speciality in Christmas cribs to handmade shirts, ties, hats and shoes whose 
high quality  has attracted shoppers since the Middle Ages. 
 
Naples is also famous for food and our day will include stopping for a cappuccino and pastries at 
Cafe Scaturchio, possibly a lemon granita from a street stall and lunch at one of the oldest pizzerias 
in the city.  
 
In the afternoon, there will be optional tour for any of those who wish to focus on some of the 
most exquisite art in existence, including Caravaggio masterpieces and the veiled Christ in the 
chapel of Sansevero.  
 
In the evening we have arranged a private tour and drinks with the owners of a stunning private 
Palazzo.  Dinner will be at Da Dora, the Neapolitan equivalent of Trishna in Mumbai. The owners 
also keep their own fishing fleet and despite the well-healed clientele, the restaurant has the 
atmosphere of a fishermen’s bar with a wonderful supply of fresh anchovies, lobsters, clams and 
squid.   
 
Accommodation:  Grand Hotel Excelsior, Naples (Deluxe double room with sea view) 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
 
 

  



 

 

             

Wednesday 24th October – naples to positano 
 
After breakfast, we will begin our journey to the Amalfi Coast following the lesser known route via 
Massa Lubrense. A place where time has stood still, the locals host an annual festival in homage to 
the humble lemon, a stark contrast to the glamour of Capri and Positano. 
 
Lunch will be at Ristorante Lo Scoglio, situated on the shingle beach in the pretty village of 
Nerano.   After lunch, we will be collected by private boat from the restaurant’s dock and driven 
down the coast to Positano.   
 
The evening will be at our own leisure to enjoy the myriad of trattorias and buzzing atmosphere of 
Positano. 
 
Accommodation:  Hotel Le Sirenuse, Positano (Deluxe Double room with sea view)  
Breakfast and lunch included 
 
 
Thursday 25th October – day trip to capri 
 
 After a leisurely breakfast, we’ll stroll through the narrow, cobbled streets of Positano to the 
shoreline where a traditional motor yacht will be waiting to whisk us across to the island of Capri. 
En route we will stop at the three small islands of Li Galli, believed by the Ancients to be home to 
the Sirens, whose song so enthralled passing mariners that they went weak at the knees and 
allowed their ships to drift onto the rocks.  It was also the home to the dancer Rudolf Nureyev 
who, along with his neighbour Franco Zeffirelli and their illustrious guests, made Positano one of 
the most glamorous destinations in Europe. 
  
The boat will travel along the coastline of Capri, passing the Faraglioni before leaving guests at the 
Marina Piccola. Your time on Capri will be your own, whether to visit the multitude of designer 
boutiques that fill every nook and cranny of Capri town,  travel to the hill town of Anacapri and 
the Villa of Axel Munthe or take a chair lift to the peaks of Monte Solaro.  
The boat will return to Positano in the afternoon. 
 
Dinner will be at Le Tre Ville, the former home of Franco Zeffirelli.  A magical paradise where 
antique roses, overhanging jasmine and wisteria envelope the four villas that overlook the gin clear 
waters of  the Amalfi Coast.  
 
Accommodation:  Hotel Le Sirenuse, Positano (Deluxe Double room with sea view)  
Breakfast and dinner included 
 
 

  



 

 

             

Friday 26th October – day trip to ravello 
 
After breakfast, we will be driven down the spectacular coastal road to the town of Amalfi. In its 
heyday, Amalfi rivalled the ports of Genoa and Venice in maritime power; this is reflected in the 
magnificent 11th-century cathedral of Sant’Andrea with its breathtaking Baroque interior.  
We will then travel up to the hilltown of Ravello, a jewel in the crown of the Duchy of Amalfi, set 
upon a hilltop over 1,000 feet high.  The gardens of the Villa Cimbrone were an inspiration to 
many, including Wagner and Gore Vidal who both lived in Ravello.  
 
Lunch will be a picnic in these spectacular gardens overlooking the coastline.  
 
In the evening, dinner will be with Carla and Antonio Sersale, the owners of the Sirenuse.  
Antonio, is a self claimed accidental hotelier whose family have owned the Sirenuse for 
generations. They are both extremely well travelled and delightful company.  Every evening nearly 
500 candles are lit in the restaurant to create a magical atmosphere which is only surpassed by the 
outstanding food. 
 
Accommodation:  Hotel Le Sirenuse, Positano (Deluxe Double room with sea view)  
Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 

 
 
Saturday 27th October – positano to london 
 
After breakfast we’ll be driven to Naples airport for our flight to London. 
 
Naples – London Gatwick  British Airways BA 2607 Depart: 12:25  Arrive: 14:10 

  



 

 

             

Hotel accommodation - india 
 
13th – 15th October – the taj mahal palace, mumbai 
 
This landmark hotel is situated on the waterfront in downtown Mumbai, facing the Gateway of India and the Arabian Sea. 
Built in 1903, it is a Victorian extravaganza which has been refurbished to maintain its character. A new wing was added in the 
1970s and has more functional, business type rooms. The swimming pool has a secluded location and adjacent spa. Excellent 
restaurants, a choice of lively bars, an array of designer shops and good service can be found throughout the hotel.  
 
We recommend the Sea Lounge overlooking the harbour for people watching and afternoon coffees. 565 rooms and 46 suites 
as follows: Luxury Grand Room, Taj Club Room, Executive Suite, Luxury Suite, Grand Luxury Suite and Presidential Suite. 
Fitness centre with a steam room and sauna, Jiva Spa and one swimming pool. 7 restaurants: Golden Dragon, Masala Kraft, 
Sea Lounge, Shamiana, Souk, The Zodiac Grill and Wasabi by Morimoto. Wi-Fi available. www.tajhotels.com  
 
 
15th – 17th October – ahilya fort, maheshwar 
 
The Ahilya Fort, perched high above the River Narmada, is an enchanting place to stay. The atmosphere here is more of a cosy 
and quirky home rather than a grand palace. The building has been perfectly restored: pale old stone floors, ancient shuttered 
doors, carved arches and unusual bathrooms. Richard Holkar, whose father was the Maharaja of Indore, is the driving force 
behind Ahilya and is passionate about the region's crafts and traditions.  
 
The hotel organises activities at the fort, on the river and in the surrounding area including visits to ancient forts, temples and 
local handcraft centres where beautiful saris are produced. 12 rooms and 2 tents as follows: Standard Room, Royal Tent, 
Superior Room and Royal Suite.  One outdoor swimming pool, but no gym or spa. Table D’hôte menu but à la carte is 
available upon request. www.ahilyafort.com  
 
 
17th – 20th October – Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad 
 
The lovingly restored palace has only just reopened and is looking as good as new. Passed on for generations like a precious 
jewel, Falaknuma Palace or ‘Mirror of the Sky’ was the residence of Nizam Mehboob Ali Khan, at the time the richest man in 
the world. Set at 2000 feet, almost amongst the clouds, it has vast 360 degree views over the city. The palace offers guests a 
glimpse of the imperial lifestyle of the Nizams who governed the legendary city of Hyderabad.  
 
The hotel has a choice of 60 unique rooms and suites, 2 restaurants, an outdoor pool and the Jiva Spa, spread across 32 acres 
of land with glorious views over the city and surrounding countryside. www.tajhotels.com 
 

  

http://www.tajhotels.com/
http://www.ahilyafort.com/
http://www.tajhotels.com/


 

 

             

Hotel accommodation - italy 
 
20th – 22nd October – La Posta Vecchia, Rome 
 
Dramatically situated overlooking a black sandy beach this exquisite palazzo once belonged to John Paul Getty, in his day 
ranked as the richest man in the world. Getty’s passion for antiques is evident in the beautiful treasures you’ll find all around 
you - Renaissance furniture, Flemish tapestries, busts of emperors. It is hard to believe that the building used to be an old post 
station.  
 
Baths are carved from solid blocks of marble, fireplaces are enormous, and during renovations two ancient Roman villas were 
discovered, now housed in a private underground museum. Despite all this splendour, the mood of the hotel is reassuringly 
relaxed. It’s informal, comfortable and wonderfully cocooning. Flop out by the large indoor swimming pool that overlooks the 
sea, wander around the gardens or explore the villa itself. www. lapostavecchia.com  
 
 
22nd – 24th October - Grand Hotel Excelsior, Naples 
 
With its fantastic location on the waterfront opposite the Castel dell' Ovo, the Excelsior is a jewel of the Belle Époque. 
Delightfully old fashioned, this ‘Grand Dame’ has plenty of charm and atmosphere. The hotel was a huge favourite of Oscar 
Wilde, Guy de Maupassant, and Clarke Gable and is still considered to be the best hotel in Naples.   
 
The staff is beautifully attentive and most of the large luxurious rooms have balconies with exceptional views of the 
Mediterranean, Vesuvius and to Capri and Sorrento beyond. www.excelsior.it 
 
 
24th – 27th October – Hotel Le Sirenuse, Positano 
 
John Steinbeck said of the Sirenuse and Positano “It bites deep. It is a dream place that isn’t quite real when you’re there and 
becomes beckoningly real after you have gone”. Privately owned by the charming Sersale family, it maintains the ambience of 
the noble 18th-century summer residence that it once was.  
 
Everything about this hotel is spoiling. Almost all the public rooms and bedrooms overlook the enchanting bay and majolica 
tiled dome of Positano’s church of Santa Maria Assunta. Rooms are decorated with local antiques and artefacts that the Sersale 
family have collected over the years. The space age Aveda spa is world famous with Condé Nast Traveller recently naming it 
“the coolest spa in Southern Italy.”  www.sirenuse.it 

  

http://lapostavecchia.com/
http://www.excelsior.it/
http://www.sirenuse.it/


 

 

             

Booking information  

 
Dates 

Friday 12 October - Saturday 27 October 2012 
 
Tour hosts & Contact details 

James Jayasundera     Emily FitzRoy  
Ampersand Travel    Bellini Travel 
20 Bristol Gardens    7 Barb Mews 
London  W9 2JQ    London  W6 7PA 
+44 (0) 20 7289 6100   +44 (0) 20 7584 7476 
james@ampersandtravel.com   emily@bellinitravel.com  
  
Cost  

£ 9,720 per person  
 
A deposit of £ 3,000 per person payable to Ampersand Travel will be required to confirm your place on this tour.   
 
This includes: air travel (economy class), transport by private air-conditioned coach, accommodation as detailed above (based on two people sharing a double/twin), meals where stated (not 
including alcohol), all admission fees, all tips for waiters and drivers, the services of the tour managers and local guides.  
 
We reserve the right to adjust the price should there be a significant alteration in the rate of exchange. 
 
Single room supplement 

£ 2,470 per person  
 
Flights & Room upgrades 

Please let us know if you would like to be quoted for flight upgrades or room upgrades. 
 
VISA for India 

British citizens and most other foreign nationals require a tourist visa.  We can arrange visas for UK nationals for £65 including service fees.  Processing times vary from country to country but UK 
residents should expect to be without their passport for up to 10 days.  
 
Insurance 

Travel insurance is not provided.  Insurance is an essential requirement if you are taking a tour; all passengers must arrange their own cover. 
 
SMALL GROUP 

Places are extremely limited.  The tour will operate with 14 - 22 guests 

mailto:james@ampersandtravel.com
mailto:emily@bellinitravel.com

